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as the Holy See shall tMnk fit otherwise to provide,
we govern, and shall continue to govern, the
counties of Middlesex, Hertford and Essex as
Ordinary thereof, and those of Surrey, Sussex,
Kent, Berkshire and Hampshire, with the islands
annexed, as Administrator with Ordinary juris-
diction.' He was, of course, doing no more than
marking the confines of his ecclesiastical jurisdic-
tion. But it was not thus that his action was
interpreted. The claim of government was at once
taken in its fullest and most literal sense. The
Pope was claiming to supersede Queen Victoria;
nothing less than her supersession was intended.
He was the new Hildebrand aiming at a new
Canossa. * We can only receive it,' said the Times**
'as an audacious and conspicuous display of pre-
tensions to resume the absolute spiritual dominion
of this island, which Eome has never abandoned/
Nor did the Times alone fan the flame of popular
resentment. In an extraordinary letter to the
Bishop of Durham, Lord John Eussell gave full
rein to his feelings. ' There is an assumption of
power in all the documents which have come from
Eome/ he wrote,81 'a pretension to supremacy over
the realm of England, and a claim to sole and
undivided sway which is inconsistent with the
Queen's supremacy, with the rights of our bishops
and clergy, and with the spiritual independence of
the nation as asserted even in Eoman Catholic
so October 19, 1850.
si Life of Wiseman, I, 548.